SCRIP  TALK 


VOLUME  27  -  November,  2001  ISSUE  -  NUMBER  113 

P.O.  BOX  41 

HUGHESTON,  WV  25110-0041 
A  Word  from  the  Editor 

Walter  Fletcher  put  on  another  great  show  at  Pikeville  and  it  makes  us 
excited  about  the  next  show  -  Spring,  2002.  Interest  in  scrip  seems  to  be 
high  now  and  it’s  a  good  time  to  recruit  new  members.  If  each  Scrip  Club 
member  could  recruit  one  new  member,  we  could  really  increase  our 
membership. 


SCRIP  TALK 
P.O.  Box  41 

Hugheston,  WV  25110-0041 


National  Scrip  Collectors  Association,  Inc 


MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  FORM  2002 
AND  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


$60.00  FIVE  YEAR  DUES  $60.00 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  $300.00 

Name: _ Address: _ 

City: _ State: _ Zip: 

PhoneNumber  _ Email  Address _ 

(OPTIONAL) 

Renewal  New  Member 


AMOUNT  PAID:$ _ 

SEND  YOUR  RENEWAL  DUES  TO: 

William  C.  Stump  -  Secretary 
P.  O.  Box  444 
Loyall,  KY  40854-0444 


NOTE:  If  you  fail  to  renew  your  membership  by  December  31,  2002, 
NO  FURTHER  REMINDERS  OR  ISSUES  OF  SCRIP  TALK  WILL 
BE  SENT. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 
PikeviUe,  KY  -  September  28, 2001 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President  James  H.  Lackey  at  2:00  P.  M., 
Friday,  Sept.  28,  2001.  In  attendance  were  C.  C.  Stump,  Secretary,  Crawford 
Blakeman,  Treasurer,  Jim  Singleton,  Editor,  Vice  Presidents  Harold  Snodgress, 
Dave  Whisman,  and  Jack  Chapman. 

The  items  on  the  agenda  were  discussed  and  the  following  actions  were  taken: 

W.  C.  Stump  reported  that  the  Minutes  of  the  spring  meeting  had  not  been 
transcribed  due  to  him  being  ill  and  not  being  able  to  attend  the  meeting.  A  motion 
to  omit  the  reading  of  said  meeting  was  made  by  Harold  Snodgress.  Motion  carried 
unanimously. 

Crawford  Blakeman,  Treasurer,  submitted  the  financial  report  and  stated  that  all 
bills  had  been  paid  to  date  and  a  balance  of  $7,358.91  was  on  hand  after  the  sum  of 
$6,000.00  had  been  paid  as  down  payment  towards  the  publication  of  the  West 
Virginia  Scrip  Book. 

The  West  Virginia  Book  Project  was  discussed  and  a  motion  made  by  Crawford 
Blakeman  to  have  500  copies,  each  numbered,  of  Edkins  Catalogue  for  West 
Virginia  Coal  Company  Scrip  was  made.  Motion  seconded  by  Harold  Snodgress. 
Motion  carried  unanimously. 

The  Location  for  the  spring  meeting  of  2002  was  discussed,  but  no  site  had  been 
selected  at  this  time.  Harold  Snodgress  will  be  exploring  the  possibility  of  holding 
the  meeting  in  Bluefield,  WV  if  no  other  suitable  site  was  found. 


The  Association  Newsletter,  SCRIP  TALK ,  was  discussed  and  all  agreed  to  send  in 
articles  and  support  this  project. 


Memorabilia  for  the  coming  year  was  discussed  and  a  special  30th  Anniversary 
Commemorative  token  in  to  be  produced  for  the  year  2002. 


No  new  business  was  presented  and  a  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  by  Harold 
Snodgress,  seconded  by  Dave  Whisman  and  theumrtion  carried  unanimously. 


W.  C.  StumjT 


Mi.Ei.I~c  ^uCjIOM  Sep'„  t.  -  >  '-‘I  £y  jim  lackey  and  bill  Williams 
The  Auction  following  the  Dinner  meeting  was  a  disappointment  be¬ 
cause  only  5  members  stayed  for  the  Auction. 

We  had  100  pieces  in  the  Auction.  47  of  them  were  returned  unsold 
to  the  Consignors.  53  pieces  were  purchased  by  the  Mail  and  Floor 
bidders.  v,13  by  the  Floor  and  40  by  the  mail,) 

Lots  84  and  98  brought  $75.00  each  and  Lot  46  brought  $70.00.  3 

others  sold  for  $60  to  $68.00.  Most  of  the  higher  prices  were  paid 
by  the  mail  bidders. 

It  has  been  decided  that  it  is  not  practical  to  continue  a  bloor  bid 
auction.  but,  we  will  continue  doing  the  Auction  at  the  time  of 
each  semi-annual  meeting  as  a  Mail  bid  Auction. 

The  Auction  listing  will  appear  in  SCRIP  Talk  about  a  month  or  so 
before  each  meeting.  bids  will  be  sent  to  Bill  Williams,  152  Kavga 

Way,  Loudon,  Hi  37774  by  a  stated  deadline.  He  will  tabulate  them, 

report  the  results,  send  the  tokens  to  the  successful  bidders,  and 
collect  the  money  for  iiSCA. 

Lots  for  trie  Auction  will  be  solicited  early  enough  to  prepare  a 
listing  in  SCR.1P  TALK  in  the  last  issue  before  the  meeting  date. 

Following  is  the  results  of  the  Meeting  Auction  sales  Sept  29,  01. 

1-15/  4-12/  7-10/  9-8/  10-3/  11-3/  12-30/  13-10/  14-10/  20-51/  22-25/ 
23-6/  24-22/  26-8/  29-7/  30-16/  35-8/  37-10/  39-25/  40-10/  41-11/ 

43-69/  45-6/  46-70/  49-37/  51-27/  56-15/  58-16/  62-12/  66-8/  67-35/ 

69-10/  70-3/  7  1-17  /  7  2-10/  73-11/  79-17/  30-32/  33-60/  34-75/  85-15"/ 

88-15/  37-15/  88-15/  89-15/  90-15/  91-37/  93-10/  94-35/  95-12/ 

97-60/  98-7  5/  99-30/  100/  25..  Please  excuse  any  errors  i  may7  nave  made, 
unlisted  lots  we  re  returned  to  the  Consignor. 

You  are  ‘Invited  to  ‘Attend  tfie 

Kingsport,  Tennessee 
Collectable  Show 

KINGSPORT  CIVIC  AUDITORIUM 

1-81  -  Exit  59  -  Hwy.  36N.  to  1550  Fort  Henry  Dr. 

Next  Door  to  Dobyns-Bennett  High  School 
60  TABLES  OF 

BASEBALL  CARDS  •  RACING 
COMICS  •  BEANIES  •  TOYS  •  COINS 
CURRENCY  •  SCRIP 

“All  For  Sale” 

“Buy  -  Sell  -  Trade” 

Saturday  _  _ ,  2001 

Hours:  9:00  A.M.  -  5:00  P.M. 


FPFF  ADMISSION  •  FREE  PARKING 
For  More  Information  -  Bill  Henderson 
1-423-581-8386 


€ 


The  Pikeville  show  is  now  history.  It  was  a  good  meeting  as  far  as  the  show  was 
'^Concerned,  but  the  auction  and  dinner  were  a  disappointment. 

Walter  Fletcher  did  a  good  job  lining  up  entertainment  with  the  square  dancers  and 
singers,  and  two  good  meals.  The  Friday  night  dinner  was  well  attended,  but  the  Saturday  one 
was  a  disappointment. 

Walter’s  wife  became  ill  Friday  night  and  he  was  unable  to  attend  any  of  the  Saturday 
functions.  We  wish  her  well  in  her  recovery  and  thank  Walter  for  all  his  hard  work. 

The  Saturday  night  auction  was  disappointing  and  as  a  result  some  changes  will  be 

made. 

Beginning  with  the  Spring  Show  we  will  no  longer  have  a  floor  auction  or  dinner  on 
Saturday  night.  The  show  will  close  Saturday  afternoon. 

Poor  attendance  at  the  auctions  and  dinner  necessitate  this  change.  The  Spring  show 
will  be  announced  in  the  next  edition  of  Scrip  Talk. 

We  will  have  a  mail  auction  twice  a  year.  Consigned  pieces  will  be  on  display  at  the 
shows,  but  there  will  be  no  floor  bidding.  You  may  view  the  tokens  and  leave  a  bid.  Mail 
bidders  will  use  the  same  bidding  process  as  before. 

All  bids  are  confidential  and  will  not  be  disclosed  under  any  circumstance. 

Shortly  after  the  show  all  bidders  will  be  notified  of  their  winning  bids.  Since  this  will  be 
mail  bid  only,  we  probably  will  accept  more  pieces  and  lower  ratings. 

Hope  you  find  something  for  your  collection  soon. 


Jim  Lackey 


Raleigh- Wyoming  Mining  Company 


THE  Raleigh-Wyoming  Mining  Com¬ 
pany  was  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  West  Virginia  and  started 
operating  April  1,  1926.  Two  coal 
mines  then  being  operated  by  Raleigh 
Wyoming  Coal  Company  were  purchas¬ 
ed,  and  they  are  known  as  No.  1  and  No. 
2.  No.  1  is  located  at  Edwight  in  Ral¬ 
eigh  County  on  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Railroad,  and  No.  2  is  located  at 
Glen  Rogers  in  Wyoming  County  on  the 
Virginian  Railway.  Later  another  mine 
near  Edwight  was  purchased,  and  still 
later  another  was  opened  on  the  Ed¬ 
wight  property.  All  four  of  these  mines 
are  now  being  operated. 

Mines  1  and  3  are  about  a  mile  apart, 
and  are  both  in  the  Eagle  seam.  At  these 
mines  the  Eagle  seam  is  found  in  the 
mountains  about  300  feet  above  the  rail¬ 
road.  A  very  large  tonnage  of  Eagle 
coal  is  available  at  these  properties.  The 
lease  at  No.  1  covers  9000  acres,  and  at 
No.  3  covers  1500  acres.  The  thickness 
of  the  seam  here  averages  about  four 
and  one-half  feet  and  the  coal  is  excep¬ 
tionally  clean.  The  sizes  of  coal  made 
at  these  preparation  plants  are,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  lump,  egg,  2  inch  screenings, 
mine  run  (screened,  hand  picked,  and 


reassembled),  special  mine  run  and 
three-quarter  inch  screenings.  The 
analysis  of  the  mine  run  coals  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Moisture,  1.64;  Volatile,  27.31; 
Fixed  Carbon,  67.11;  Ash,  3.94;  Sul¬ 
phur,  61 ;  B.  T.  U’s  as  received  14980. 

It  is  one  of  the  best  by-product  coals 
in  the  United  States,  and  is  also  suitable 
for  domestic  and  steam  purposes.  The 
coal  is  prepared  over  loading  booms  and 
picking  tables,  and  the  present  out¬ 
put  is  about  2000  tons. 

Mine  No.  2  is  a  shaft  operation  in  the 
Beckley  seam.  At  the  shaft  the  coal 
is  at  a  depth  of  645  feet  below  the  sur¬ 
face,  but  much  of  it  is  1500  feet  below 
the  tops  of  the  mountains.  The  prop¬ 
erty  has  9000  acres  of  Beckley  coal  of 
an  average  thickness  of  about  six  feet, 
and  without  any  regular  section  of  im¬ 
purities.  Beckley  coal  perhaps  enjoys 
a  better  market  than  any  other  Smoke¬ 
less  coal  in  West  Virginia,  but  is  fast 
becoming  worked  out.  It  is  thought  that 
this  is  the  largest  single  tract  of  Beckley 
coal  remaining  in  the  field.  The  Beck¬ 
ley  coal  at  Glen  Rogers  is  naturally  very 
hard,  and  this  quality  is  protected  by  the 
use  of  “Cardox”  or  liquid  Carbon  Biox¬ 
ide,  thus  leaving  it  in  larger  chunks  and 


less  shattered  so  that  it  stands  shima^nt 
much  better  and  comes  to  the  custoi^B  a 
a  much  more  satisfactory  condition^^ae 
coal  is  prepared  over  thoroughly  modern 
preparation  plants  and  is  shipped  in  the 
following  sizes:  lump,  egg,  stove,  nut, 
and  slack.  The  present  tonnage  is  about 
three  thousand  tons  per  day.  It  enjoys 
a  very  excellent  market  due  to  the  high 
rank  and  its  exceptional  firmness. 

No.  4  Mine  is  a  new  operation  in  the 
Dorothy  seam.  The  present  production 
is  about  500  tons  per  day,  and  is  being 
prepared  and  shipped  as  lump,  egg,  and 
screenings.  It  is  a  very  firm  coal  of  high 
quality  and  stocks  exceptionally  well. 

At  both  Edwight  and  Glen  Rogers, 
very  excellent  living  conditions  are  pro¬ 
vided,  and  these,  with  the  good  safe 
working  conditions  in  the  mines  have 
created  good  labor  markets,  and  satis¬ 
fied  happy  communities. 

The  Company  is  owned  by  Old  Ben 
Coal  Corporation  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 
Old  Ben  is  one  of  the  largest  producers 
in  Illinois,  and  it  markets  all  of  its  ton 
nage,  including  that  of  Raleigh-Wyom¬ 
ing  Mining  Company  and  much  othei 
coal,  both  low  and  high  volatile  from 
West  Virginia  and  Kentucky. 


The  Glen  Rogers  Plant  of  the  Raleigh-Wyoming  Mining  Company 


i  i 


rb*r&*/b*rb*f&»r&*N.S.C.A.  FREE  AOS  FOR  ME MBERS°&°& 


ree  Ads  are  available  to  N.S.C.A.  members  at  no  charge.  The  only  requirements 
being  that  they  are  limited  to  4  lines,  one  ad  per  issue.  You  may  send  up  to  four  different 
ads  in  one  mailing.  Deadline  for  Free  Ads  is  three  weeks  after  the  postmark  of  the 


current  issue  of  SCRIP  TALK.  All  ads  received  after  the  deadline  will  be  held  for  the 


following  issue.  No  ad  will  rerun  automatically,  each  issue  will  require  a  separate 
request.  Paid  ads  should  be  sent  to  SCRIP  TALK  Editor  and  NOT  the  Free  Ad  Editor. 
SEND  ALL  FREE  ADS  TO:  Steve  Ratliff \  N.S.C.A.  Free  Ad  Editor,  1717  Saint 
Marys  Bay  drive,  Milton,  Florida  32583-7343  or  E-mail  Steve@Ratliff.com  {Note : 
+  at  the  end  of  your  ad  indicates  you  need  to  renew  it.) 


LARGE  COLLECTION  OF  COAL  AND  LUMBER  SCRIP  consisting  of  several  hundred  pieces,  mostly 
West  Virginia,  now  available  in  trade  for  merchant  "Good  For"  tokens  from  most  states.  Please  call  or 
write  for  details.  Thanks,  Ken  Chylinski,  Box  66,  St.  Clair,  MI  48079  (586)  727-3456  + 


WANTED:  FAYETTE  COUNTY  WEST  VIRGINIA  SCRIP,  any  denomination  from  Boone,  Dunlop, 
Eagle,  Fayette,  Donwood,  Glen  Ferris,  Montgomery,  Vanette  and  Sun.  Walter  Ayers,  428  Earl  Drive, 
Warren,  OH  44483  (330)  847-8052  + 


WANTED:  CARBIDE  AND  OIL  WICK  CAP  LAMPS.  Dick  Sears.  4831  Vespucci  Drive.  Sierra  Vista, 
AZ  85635 


COLLECTOR  IS  SEEKING  INFORMATION  on  the  Mary  Alice  Supply  Co.  -  Harland,  KY.  Information, 
history,  articles,  and  tidbits  are  all  appreciated.  Photos  would  be  great!  I  will  pay  copy  and  postage 
costs.  Please  write  or  send  email  to:  Leo  Shane,  1130  Woods  La.,  Warminster,  PA  18974 
Leo.J.Shane@honeywell.com  + 


MARYLAND  TOKENS  WANTED  -  Maryland  tokens  of  all  types  wanted.  Especially  looking  for  Edkins, 
Maryland  MX1,  UNION  MINING  COMPANY.  Also  buying  tokens  from  Mineral  and  Tucker  Counties, 

WV.  Ed  George,  66  Frost  Avenue,  Frostburg,  MD  21532  egeorge@mindspring.com  + 


WANTED  -  INFORMATION  ON  W.  M.  MASON,  GAYSO,  ALABAMA.  Was  it  Coal  or  Lumber 
Company?  Merchant  Store?  When  did  it  operate?  Any  information  will  be  appreciated.  C.  F.  Colley, 
356  County  Road  262,  Hanceville,  AL  35077-3419  + 


WANTED:  AMHERSDALE  81G1,  Jib,  Jlc;  Becco  A5,  Bl,  B100;  Averill  Perdue,  1608  Greystone 
Road,  Charleston,  WV  25314  (I  also  need  other  Logan  &  Boone  County,  WV  pieces)  I  will  buy  or  have 
many  pieces  to  trade.  I  have  IPO's  to  trade  or  sell.  304-346-0958  + 


WANT  TO  BUY  POOL  &  BILLIARD  ROOM  TOKENS  from  all  Eastern  and  Southern  states.  Please 
send  description  and  price.  Bob  King,  33  Cardinal  Drive,  Brevard,  NC  28712  phone  {828}  883- 
8028,  email  tokenaddict@citcom.net  +  


MORE  AND  MORE  SCRIPTORS  ARE  USING  THE  CONVENIENCE  OF  EMAIL  TO  SEND  THEIR 
FREE  AD  IN.  SEND  YOUR  FREE  AD  TO:  Steve@Ratliff.com 


FLORIDA  TOKENS  WANTED  -  Florida  tokens  of  all  types  wanted.  Send  57$  stamp  for  free  sample  of 
Florida  Token  Society's  newsletter,  TOKENEWS  and  request  free  Florida  token.  Check  out  the  new 
Florida  Token  Society  web  site:  http:/www.mratliff.com/fts/  -  you  can  join  and  pay  dues  on-line!  Will 

Steve  Ratliff,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  Drive,  Milton,  FL  32583-7343  Steve@Ratliff.com  + 


~'~~a  ftirowaOy '  is  'rjmM 


FREE  AOS  FOR 


Company  Built  by  Efficient, 
Complete  Service  • 


TIIE  Valley  Camp  Coal  Company, 
miners,  transporters,  and  distribu¬ 
tors  of  coal,  maintain  sales  offices 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio ;  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land;  Buffalo,  New  York;  Charleston, 
West  Virginia;  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin; 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  Morgantown, 
West  Virginia;  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania;  St. 


Pittsburgh  gas  and  steam  coal,  five  to 
nine  feet  thick.  Five  per  cent,  or  3,040 
acres,  is  double  seam  Freeport  coal,  six 
feet  thick.  Eleven  per  cent,  or  6,690 
acres,  is  Kanawha  splint  and  gas  coal 
from  four  to  seven  feet  thick.  These 
tremendous  coal  resources,  modern  tip¬ 
ple  equipment,  and  distribution  and 
transportation  facilities  place  it  in  a 


lump,  egg,  nut,  run  of  mine,  and  slack. 
The  mines  operate  in  standard  seams 
only  of  the  highest  quality  which,  with 
careful  screening,  hand  picking,  and 
close  inspection,  assures  the  users  of 
close  adherence  to  their  specifications 
and  a  uniform  quality  of  coal. 

Valley  Camp  salesmen  are  educated 
at  the  mines  as  well  as  familiarized  with 


River  tipple  offering  direct  barge-loading  facilities 

This  river  tipple  is  located  at  Cedar  Grove,  West  Virginia,  on  the  Great  Kanawha  River,  and  is  used  for  loading  coal 
into  barges  for  transportation  to  southern  ports  over  the  Kanawha  and  Ohio,  and  Mississippi.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  plants 
of  its  kind  on  the  river. 


Paul,  Minnesota;  Superior,  Wisconsin: 
Youngstown,  Ohio;  Wheeling,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia;  and,  in  Canada,  Hamilton,  On¬ 
tario;  London,  Ontario;  Port  Colborne, 
Ontario;  Fort  William,  Ontario;  Mon¬ 
treal,  Quebec :  and  Midland,  Ontario.  It 
owns  or  operates  docks  in  Wisconsin, 
Michigan,  Ohio,  and  Ontario,  Canada. 
Tidewater  service  is  also  provided  over 
piers  at  Staten  Island  (New  York), 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Newport 
News. 

With  subsidiary  and  affiliated  com¬ 
panies,  The  Valley  Camp  Coal  Company 
owns  60,815  acres  ol  coal,  with  an  ap¬ 
proximate  recoverable  tonnage  of  435,- 
485,000  tons.  Eighty-four  per  cent,  or 
51,084  acres,  is  of  Youghiogheny  or 


position  equaled  by  few  companies,  as  a 
lasting,  dependable  source  of  fuel 
supply. 

These  pages,  however,  are  concerned 
with  the  properties  of  the  Company 
located  in  West  Virginia,  where  the  fol¬ 
lowing  mines  are  operated:  Connclls- 
ville  By-Product  No.  1,  Morgantown 
District;  Arkwright  (No.  1),  Skillcorn 
(No.  2),  Boyd  (No.  3),  and  Security 
(No.  4),  in  Elk  Grove  District;  Glen¬ 
dale,  in  Moundsville  District;  Kelleys 
Creek  No.  2,  Kelleys  Creek  No.  4,  Kel¬ 
leys  Creek  Nos.  5  and  6,  in  Kanawha 
District. 

All  Valley  Camp  coal  is  carefully  pre¬ 
pared  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
consumer  in  the  following  sizes:  screened 


conditions  under  which  the  coal  is  to  be 
burned.  Very  often  they  are  able  to 
make  valuable  suggestions  after  seeing 
the  particular  conditions  under  which 
the  coal  is  to  be  used  and  thereby  create 
a  saving  of  huge  quantities  of  coal  other¬ 
wise  wasted  by  uninformed  firemen. 

No  expense  has  been  spared  by  The 
Valley  Camp  Coal  Company  in  adding 
equipment  that  will  speed  up  produc¬ 
tion,  make  for  efficiency  and  insure 
clean,  well -prepared  coal.  An  inclin^^r 
at  Ward  for  transporting  men  an^V 
plies  is  an  example  of  the  many  vJli- 
veniences  in  and  around  the  mines  to 
aid  in  maintaining  a  steady  output  and 
to  facilitate  the  handling  of  men  and 
equipment.  The  use  of  65-pound  rails 


The  Company  has  provided  a  forty-room  clubhouse,  shown  here, 
moving  pictures,  and  dances  are  held. 


Clubhouse,  Ward,  West  Virginia 

and  also  community  houses,  where  entertainments. 
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(heavier  by  far  than  the  average)  at 
Kelleys  Creek  is  one  instance  of  the 
many  things  that  tend  to  make  the  mines 
a  safe  place  to  work,  and  therefore  at¬ 
tract  a  better  class  of  men. 

The  Valley  Camp  mining  towns  are 
homelike  spots,  very  often  pretty  and 
beautifully  situated  in  the  valley  be¬ 
tween  the  hills.  The  houses  are  complete 
homes,  in  some  places  with  gardens, 
sidewalks  and  natural  gas.  Good,  com¬ 
fortable  houses  in  the  company  towns 
are  rented  at  a  low  rate.  At  Morgan¬ 
town  No.  1  mine,  free  service  is  pro¬ 
to  transport  the  workmen  between 
ne  and  the  village  of  Scottdale, 
lies  across  the  river. 

Company  stores  handle  a  large  and 
varied  line  of  merchandise  to  meet  de¬ 
mands  of  many  kinds.  They  are  oper¬ 
ated,  not  for  profit,  but  for  convenience 
and  help  to  the  working  men.  The 
policy  of  the  Company  is  not  to  coerce 
buying  at  Valley  Camp  stores,  but 
rather  to  offer  the  men 
good  merchandise  at  low 
prices.  Most  mining  towns 
are  so  located  that  a  com¬ 
pany  store  is  a  necessity. 

A  community  church 
rises  in  each  community. 

These  churches  are  usually 
non-sectarian  and  are  used 
by  people  of  the  various 
creeds.  Clubhouses  and 
community  houses  are  pro¬ 
vided,  where  entertain¬ 
ments,  moving  pictures, 
and  lectures  are  held. 

Facilities  for  athletics  are 
favored.  Baseball,  basket¬ 
ball,  football,  boxing  and 
gymnasium  privileges  are 
enjoyed.  The  Company 
lends  every  encouragement 


every  reason  for  health  and  prosperity, 
contentment  and  loyalty. 

The  Valley  Camp  Coal  Company,  with 
its  subsidiary  and  affiliated  companies, 
not  only  mines  and  prepares  its  coal  for 
shipment,  but  to  a  great  extent  carries 
its  own  coal,  via  lake  transport,  to  its 
own  docks  and  distributing  points.  It 
owns  and  operates  four  steamships  in 
the  Valley  Camp  Steamship  Company, 
four  in  the  Morrow  Steamship  Company, 
one  in  the  Valley  Camp  Coal  Company 
of  Canada,  Limited,  and  is  interested 
in  the  operation  of  four  boats  of  the 
Paisley  Steamship  Company. 

At  strategic  points  docks  owned  by 
The  Valley  Camp  Coal  Company  carry 
immense  stocks  of  coal  for  reserve  for 
Midwest  and  Northwest  consumption. 
These  points  are  Superior,  Wisconsin ; 
Fort.  William,  Ontario,  Canada;  Milwau¬ 
kee,  Wisconsin;  Port  Col  borne,  Ontario; 
Detour,  Michigan;  Fairport,  Ohio;  and 
is  affiliated  with  a  company  that  oper- 


eilitics  for  t lie  sto¬ 
rage  and  rapid 
handling  of  fuel  at 
these  many  docks 
to  meet  emergen¬ 
cies  and  to  supply 
sudden  demands 
represent  an  in¬ 
vestment  of  several 
million  dollars  and 
are  extraordinary. 
The  Superior,  Wis¬ 
consin,  dock  covers 
thirty-two  acres. 
Storage  is  available 
for  one  million  tons 
of  bituminous  coal 
besides  fifty  thou¬ 
sand  tons  of  an¬ 
thracite.  This  dock 
serves  territory  as 
far  west  as  the  Dakotas.  It  provides  for 
the  district  a  dependable  supply. 

The  Fort  William  Dock,  Ontario, 
Canada,  situated  on  the  Canadian  Na¬ 
tional  Railway,  is  one  of  the  most  mod¬ 
ern  in  the  world.  With  a  storage  ca¬ 
pacity  of  a  million  tons,  it  permits  the 
Valley  Camp  Coal  Company  to  maintain 
its  cherished  reputation  for  service  in 
the  territory  west  to  Saskatchewan. 

Facilities  for  bunkering  at  tidewater 
are  also  available  at  Philadelphia,  Bal¬ 
timore,  and  Newport  News.  Vessel¬ 
loading  facilities  are  afforded  at  the  Bal¬ 
timore  and  Ohio  and  Curtis  Bay  piers  at 
Baltimore,  the  Philadelphia  and  Read¬ 
ing  piers  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  St. 
George  coal  piers,  Staten  Island,  New 
York.  Satisfactory  boat  connections  ar¬ 
ranged  through  the  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore  offices  afford  tidewater  and  ex¬ 
port  users  of  coal  the  same  standard  of 
service  that  distinguishes  The  Valley 
Camp  Coal  Company  on  all  shipments. 
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munity  activities, 
welfare  work,  and 
religious  endeavor.  They 
aim  to  give  their  people 


Steamer  John  McCartney  Kennedy  of  The  Valley  Camp  Coal 


Freighters  fitted  with  a  self-loading  apparatus  can  run  into  any  port  where  the  wharf  is  not  provided  with  a 
discharging  plant,  a  frequent  condition  in  small  coastal  towns,  and,  by  means  of  the  self-contained  unloading  gear, 
can  deliver  their  cargo  on  the  wharf  itself  or  into  railway  cars.  Should  there  be  no  wharf,  or  a  badly  congested 
one,  it  is  equally  easy  to  discharge  into  lighters,  barges,  or  bunkers,  or  into  the  hold  of  another  ship  alongside. 


Booth -Bowen  Mine  Fourth  One  in 
Pocahontas- Flat  Top  Field 


of  the  company  was  William  Booth.  The 
vice  president  and  general  manager  was 
J.  P.  Bowen,  the  pioneer  under  whose 
management  the  plant  was  operated  for 
many  years.  Ilarry  Bowen,  who  has 
been  identified  with  the  operation  since 
1887,  was  the  first  Secretary,  and  the 
first  treasurer  was  James  Booth. 

In  the  course  of  years  changes  have 
been  made  in  the  personnel  of  the  execu- 


town  of  Bramwell,  all  of  which  is  under 
laid  with  the  rich  Pocahontas  smokelcs 
coal.  After  forty-six  years  of  continuou 
operation,  the  Booth-Bowen  company  ha 
recovered  8,330,358  tons  of  coal,  and  o 
this  huge  total  only  about  a  half  millioi 
tons  have  been  used  locally,  the  remain 
der  has  been  shipped  to  the  markets  o 
the  world.  There  is  an  untouched  rc 
serve  of  about  1,000,000  tons  in  the  No 
6  seam  on  this  prop 


erty,  and  at  the  pres 
ent  rate  of  produc 
tion,  a  quantity 
sufficient  for  twclv< 
years  operation  rc 
mains  in  the  No.  : 
seam.  This  las 
n  a  m  e  d  s  e  a  m  ,  i  i 
splendid  thickncs 
and  uniform  higl 
quality,  has  b  c  c  i 
worked  since  tin 
mine  was  first 
opened. 
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Some  equipment  of  the  new  Booth-Bowen  tipple 


five  staff,  though  the  Bowen  family  have 
retained  their  active  interest  in  the  plant 
and  property.  Members  of  the  third 
generation  of  this  distinguished  family 
of  industrialists  are  now  actively  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  operation  of  the  property, 
relieving  the  veteran  head  of  the  com¬ 
pany  of  some  of  the  burdens. 

William  Booth,  the  first  president, 
retired  from  the  company  in  February, 
1892,  and  was  succeeded  by  J.  P.  Bowen, 
who  also  retained  the  position  of  general 
manager.  James  Booth  retired  in  1893 
and  was  succeeded  as  treasurer  by  Harry 
Bowen.  The  present  officers  are  Harry 
Bowen,  president,  who  succeeded  to  that 
office  on  the  death  of  his  father  in  1902; 
,1 .  11.  Bowen,  vice  president  and  general 
manager,  and  J.  C.  Williams,  secretary. 

The  holdings  of  the  company  embrace 
1,038  acres  at  Freeman,  adjoining  the 
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ates  but  one™nc 
which  is  equipped 
with  the  most  mod 


ern 

merit.  This  mine  has- 
a  daily  tonnage  ca 
pacity  of  600  tons, 
and  during  the  yeai 
ending  December  31, 
1929,  a  total  of  220,- 
716  tons  of  coal  was 
produced  and  ship¬ 
ped.  Very  few  op¬ 
erations  in  the  Poca¬ 


hontas-Flat  Top  field  are  better  equipped 
for  the  prompt  shipment  of  large  orders 
than  is  this  company.  Its  arrangements 
are  such  as  to  provide  for  the  most  ex¬ 
peditious  handling  of  its  output. 

One  of  the  most  recent  important  im¬ 
provements  at  the  plant  is  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  new  and  modern  steel  tipple, 
fitted  with  the  latest  type  of  screening 
and  loading  devices,  and  the  preparation 
of  the  coal  for  the  market. 

The  Booth-Bowen  Coal  Company  fur¬ 
nishes  employment  for  a  normal  number 
of  150  men,  who  with  the  cutting  ma¬ 
chines  and  other  improvements,  are 
ducing  more  coal  than  twice 
her  in  the  early  history  of  the 
The  employees  live  in  a  mining  com¬ 
munity  at  and  near  the  plant.  As  this 
plant  is  located  within  half  mile  of 
Bramwell,  the  advantages  and  conven- 


T1IE  fourth  mine  to  be  opened  in  the 
famous  Pocahontas-Flat  Top  coal 
field  in  southwestern  Virginia  and 
southern  West  Virginia,  was  that  of  the 
Booth-Bowen  Coal  and  Coke  Company 
at  Freeman,  Mercer  County.  This  pio¬ 
neer  mine  was  opened  and  shipped  its 
first  coal  in  1885,  and  has  been  operated 
continuously  under  the  same  ownership 
since  the  lease  was  taken. 

The  Booth-Bowen 
mine  was  preceded 
only  by  the  works  of 
the  Southwest  Com¬ 
pany  at  Pocahontas, 

Virginia  ;  John 
Cooper  at  Mill 
Creek,  and  the  mine 
of  Jenkin  Jones  and 
John  Freeman  on 
Caswell  Creek.  These 
were  the  pioneer 
operations  that 
opened  and  made 
known  to  the  "world 
one  of  the  very  rich¬ 
est  coal  sections  in 
all  America.  Since 
the  date  of  the  first 
operation  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  field 
has  been  so  rapid  as 
to  form  one  of  the 
most  marvelous 
chapters  in  the  in¬ 
dustrial  history  of 
the  country.  T  h  e 
operations  of  the 
field  have  kept  pace 
with  the  progress  of 
the  industry,  which 
has  spread  to  a 
dozen  contiguous  counties.  The  mines 
are  planned  on  scientific  principles,  and 
equipped  for  the  safest,  easiest,  cheapest 
and  quickest  method  of  handling  the 
output.  This  field  can  compete  with 
any  in  the  country,  not  only  in  quality, 
but  in  quantity  and  in  transportation 
facilities. 

The  mining  enterprise  of  the  Booth- 
Bowen  Coal  and  Coke  Company  was 
started  in  1884,  the  first  mine  opened 
the  following  year.  It  was  first  operated 
under  the  name  of  William  Booth  & 
Company,  but.  in  1889  the  expansion  of 
the  works  became  so  great  that  it  was 
thought  best  to  incorporate  under  the 
laws  ol  West  Virginia.  This  company 
was  then  chartered  under  the  name  of 
the  Booth-Bowen  Coal  and  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  and  has  kept  its  corporate  exist¬ 
ence  since  that  time.  The  first  president 


iences  are  provided  near  at  hand.  The 
company  provides  recreational  parks  and 
children’s  playground. 

The  product  of  the  Booth-Bowen  Coal 

Ihd  Coke  Company  is  the  high  grade 
^cahontas  Smokeless  semi-bituminous 
oal,  for  which  there  is  a  constant  mar¬ 
ket  demand  for  steam  and  domestic  uses. 
The  superiority  of  this  grade  of  coal  was 
recognized  even  before  transportation 
facilities  had  been  provided  to  permit 
the  development  of  the  vast  field.  It  was 
for  many  years  the  standard  coal  used 
by  the  United  States  Navy,  and  has  only 
been  displaced  by  the  newer  types  of  oil 
burning  enginees.  A  strong  endorse¬ 
ment  was  given  this  product  very  early 
by  the  War  Department. 

A  large  exhibit  of  the  Pocahontas 
Smokeless  coal  was  sent  to  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago  where 
it  was  displayed  during  the  great  fair 
of  1893. 


County,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  early 
life  was  spent.  lie  attended  the  public 
schools  at  St.  Clair,  and  commenced  to 
earn  his  living  as  a  slate-picker  in  a 
coal-breaker  at  that  place.  He  worked 
his  way  up  by  slow  degrees  until  he  be¬ 
came  superintendent  of  Iteiplier’s  Col¬ 
liery  at  Ashland,  Pennsylvania.  In  1871 
he  resigned  that  position  to  accept  a 
place  as  district  superintendent  of  the 
collieries  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Read¬ 
ing  Railroad,  Coal  and  Iron  Company. 

In  1884  Mr.  Brown,  knowing  the  su¬ 
perior  quality  of  the  coal  and  thickness 
of  the  vein  in  the  Flat  Top  field,  con¬ 
cluded  that  there  was  an  opportunity  to 
make  some  money  through  its  develop¬ 
ment.  In  this  conclusion  he  was  not 
alone,  though  subsequent  events  have 
justified  many  fold  his  belief  in  the 
future  of  the  field.  The  Southwest  Vir¬ 
ginia  Improvement  Company  was  then 
at  work  at  Pocahontas,  but  their  work 
was  in  Virginia,  and  their  holdings 
leased  from  another  company.  In  1885 
Mr.  Bowen  resigned  his  position  as  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  and  went  to  the 
virgin  Flat  Top  field.  There,  with  the 
other  pioneers — John  Cooper,  Jenkin 
Jones,  John  Freeman  and  Philip  Good¬ 
will — was  among  the  first  to  secure  a  de¬ 
sirable  lease  and  begin  operations. 

From  1885  until  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  at  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa.,  in  October, 
1902,  Mr.  Bowen  was  active  in  the  build¬ 
ing  of  a  great  industry,  and  gave  his 
personal  attention  to  the  details  of  his 
own  plant  and  operation. 

Harry  Bowen,  son  of  the  founder,  has 
been  connected  with  the  Booth-Bowen 
Coal  and  Coke  Company  since  February, 
1887,  and  there  are  few  better  known 
operators  in  the  southern  field  than  he. 
He  gives  his  daily  personal  attention  to 
the  mining  plant  and  is  in  close  touch 
with  every  detail. 


Bowen  was  born  October  14,  I860,  at 
Ashland,  Pennsylvania.  When  he  was 
six  years  of  age  his  parents  moved  to 
St.  Clair,  Schuylkill  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania — the  boyhood  home  of  his  father — - 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools 
until  his  sixteenth  year.  He  then  went 
to  work  in  the  mines  of  the  Reading  Coal 
and  Iron  Company,  of  which  his  father 
was  superintendent.  He  continued  to 
work  about  the  mines  of  that  company  in 
various  capacities  until  February,  1887, 
when  he  joined  his  father  at  Freeman 
and  became  connected  with  the  William 
Booth  &  Company,  later  the  Booth- 
Bowen  Coal  and  Coke  Company. 

Few  men  have  taken  a  more  prominent 
part  in  the  development  of  the  Flat-Top 
field  than  have  J.  P.  and  Harry  Bowen, 
and  few  men  have  been  more  highly  es¬ 
teemed  either  by  business  associates  or 
employees.  Harry  Bowen  has  been  very 
largely  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune, 
and  richly  deserves  the  success  that  has 
attended  his  efforts  in  the  direction  of 
aiding  in  the  development  of  the  wealth 
of  the  field.  In  this  field  he  and  his 
fellow  operators  have  brought  a  material 
realization  and  have  benefitted  not  only 
themselves,  but  thousands  of  toilers  who 
have  found  employment  through  theii 
enterprise  and  have  been  enabled  to  sup 
port  their  families  in  comfort. 

Mr.  J.  II.  Bowen,  son  of  Harry  Bowen 
is  the  present  General  Manager  of  th< 
property  of  the  Booth-Bowen  Coal  an< 
Coke  Company,  and  represents  the  thirc 
generation  in  the  operation  of  this  plant 
He  has  been  associated  with  the  opera 
t.ion  for  many  years  and  his  practica 
experience  has  permitted  hint  to  reliev' 
his  father  of  much  of  the  work  connectei 
with  the  management  of  the  mines,  an* 
the  business  affairs  of  the  compan; 
generally. 


HThe  Booth-  Bowen  Coal  and  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  at  the  beginning  of  their  opera¬ 
tion,  manufactured  a  great  part  of  their 
output  into  coke  and  at  one  time  had 
nearly  two  hundred  bee-hive  ovens  in 
operation.  This  phase  of  the  industry 
has  been  discontinued  and  the  output  is 
marketed  in  its  several  grades. 

For  forty-five  years  the  operation 
of  the  plant  has  been  in  almost  complete 
charge  of  the  Bowens — father,  son  and 
grandson.  And  this  family  has  wielded 
P  great  influence  in  the  development  of 
the  industrial  section  of  Mercer  county 
and  southern  West  Virginia.  Their  story 
is  a  part  of  the  story  of  the  Pocahontas- 
Flat  Top  field. 

Jonathan  P.  Bowen,  the  pioneer  and 
associate  of  the  first  coal  operators  in 
the  field,  was  born  in  Walesi  on  April 
12,  1830.  When  he  was  about  six  weeks 
old  his  parents  came  to  the  United 
States,  settling  at  St.  Clair,  Schuylkill 


(Photographed  about  1895) 

Standing,  left  to  right — 1,  R.  H.  McCulloch;  2,  3,  4,  unknown;  5,  S.  A.  Toy;  C,  unknown;  7,  W.  D.  Old;  8,  unknown;  9,  E.  H.  Smith; 
10  Thomas  Cooper;  11,  Stewart  Buck;  12,  James  Browning;  13,  unknown;  1  -I ,  E.  E.  Winters;  15,  J.  K.  F.  Steele;  10,  Thomas  Wiekman ; 

17,  Harry  Bowen;  18,  Rolfe  Gearhart;  19,  unknown;  20,  A.  D.  Wolfe;  21,  Edwin  Mann;  22,  Colonel  L.  E.  Tierney;  23,  George  A.  Shirley; 

24,  Dr.  R.  M.  McGuffln  ;  25,  Mr.  Cowell;  20,  T.  E.  Houston;  27,  G.  Bottsford  ;  28,  J.  J.  Tierney. 

Sitting,  left  to  right — 1,  N.  D.  Maher;  2,  Jenkin  Jones;  3,  Henderson  Bell;  4,  II.  B.  Wright;  5,  Isaac  T.  Mann;  6,  John  Cooper;  7,  Fhillp 

Goodwill;  8,  unknown;  9,  Samuel  Castner ;  10,  J.  D.  Hewitt;  11,  James  Johnson;  12,  William  Spencer;  13,  Oscar  Kuback. 


:> 

♦  ♦ 


All  Coal  &  Lumber  Scrip 
W.Va.  Merchants  Tokens 
Civil  War  Tokens 
Pocket  Watches 
War  Relics 

U.S.  Coins  &  Currency 


♦ 


♦ 
r 

r: 

V* 

:>\ 
► 


Doug  Bumgardner 
A.N.A.  #50786 

Kanawha  Coin  Shop 
712  Fife  Street 
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Charleston,  WV  25301 

Phone:  (304)  342-8081  Fax:  (304)  342-9401 

Web:  www.kanawhacoin.com 
>  E-Mail:  kanawhacoin@att.net  m 
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